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CRISIS ON CONSHELF TEN by Monica Hughes,Methuen pb, 90p.li4pp.Aimed at the child-
ren's markst, Very convincing in technical details. The story of 15yr old Kepler
born on the Moon, paying his first visit to Barth, He finds himself more at home
in the underwater community where he meets the Gillmen and finds adventure,

10 _CONQUER CHAQS by John Brunner. DAWpb.$1.95 160pp. Three hundred miles of |
barren-land is the source of weird monsters that constantly harass the dwindling
group of people who live at its core, Conrad lives on the edge and has been
plagued by visions of the centre 21l his life. When he meets Jervis and they
decide to cross the barrenland the puzzle begins to be solved Sf with a puzzle™
in it is what I really like! :

HUROK OF .THE STONE AGE by Lin Carter.DAW pb.$1.75.192pp.The third of thls serles.
Continues the adventures of Eric Carstairs in Zanthodon which is a cavern-world:
lying beneath the Sehara. In this story Eric is held captive and an expedltlon
headed by Hurmk the Neaderthal heads out to attempt to rescue hlm. o

TERRA SF: THE YEAR'S BEST EUROPEAN SF, edited by Rlchard D Nolane DAV pb $2 25
263pp.14 gtories plus an Tntroduction and a Meet the Authors section at the end.
Plenty of ideas are here mulled over afresh. Some new ideas too, the best being
a v131on of the edge of the world Ly Sam Lundwall

.....

Princes novel, in whlch Gerssn finally tracks down the last man on whom he had
sworn revenge.' One macabre scene sticks in the mind,.a school reunion at :
which thevillain vreaks retrlbutlon on his former school-mates!

DUST OF EAR SUNS by Jack Vance ;DAW pb.§1. 75 .160pp.4 novelettes. The one I enjoyed
most was DODKIN'S JOB in which Luke lives in an Organised world and stubbornly
follows the trail to where the Organisation begins, very funny!

TRULLION:ALASTOR 2262 ty Jack Vance ,DAW pb.$2.25.192pp.Imaginative deseription
of a world of fens and islands. The people are called the Trill and we see their’
culture throught the eyes of Glinnes who returns home to find one brother vanished
and another, having sold off some land, being mysterious about hlS reasons. uite
an involved plot! :

MARUNE: ALASTOR 933 by Jack Vance, DAW pb, $2.25.183pp. This describes another
world in the Alastor Clusyer. Marune is 1it by shifting suns which dictates its
culture, We see it through a Rhune whose memory has been stolen. He has not
only to find out who he is but alsc the identity of his enemy. ~Again an intricate
plot against a fascinating background,
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THE . CASTAWAYS ‘OF TANAGAR by Brian Stableford. DAW pb.#2.50.319pp.An inwvolved story!
Descendants of a gstar-gship create an intellectual society that places its misfits
in deep freeze, ‘When it is decided to find out what happened on Earth these
characters are sent there, The adventures of the many characters are varled and
eventful and enable the author to reveal the differemt philosphies of each group.
In meny ways e powerful story. '

PILGRIMAGE by Drew Mendelson,DAW pb.$2.25.220pp. The City is a towering building
which -is moved by the Structors from Tailend to Frontend whilst generations live
there and die, Brann lives on the 37th Tier until one day the tower begins to
shake to pleces. With his companions he has to escape not through the normal
channels but down ways that have been forgotton for centuries. The author prod-
uces many vivid scenes that linger with the reader. )

NECTAR (F HEAVEN by E.C.Tubb,DiW pb.$1.95.,160pp,Dumarest of Terra No 24, Dumarest
is now on @ world which is split up into holdings continually traded on & stock-

market, Unknown to him at first is the fact that the major holder is aided by a -
Cyber. More of intrigue then fighting ability is required of Dumarest this time!l

DOWNBFLOW STATION by C.J,Cherryh,DAW pb,$2.75.432pp.This covers a vast caenvas btut
at its centre is Pell S*ation circling the planet they call Downbelow. Conflict
has begun betwsen the Fleet of tired ®arth and the Union of rebellious colonies
and Pell is the target for both sides, We see it all through a large cagt of
characters--Downers who are Pell's natives, Stationers,Unioners, Fleet Captains.
and a Ambassador from Earth, They all have their goals and hopes and the author
weaves from one to the other as the battles sways to and fro., Compelling read-
ing about very believable characters.

LYCANTHIA bty Tanith Lee.DAW pb, $2.25.220pp, I do wish this suthor would use her
undoubted powers to turn from fantasy to sf again. Here she tells a tale of
werswolves and their meeting with Christian who is a very unusual young men.

The story contains many moving passages..but 1 can't believe in werewolves, :
What I can believe is the self-centred character of Christian which is drawn in
a very convincing way. : L

FIRESHIP/MOTHER AND CHILD by Joan D.Vinge Magnum pb,£1.10,191pp,2 stories. A
fireship was a ship set on fire and sent among an enemy fleet, and Ethan Ring

is likeped to that in this computerised future, He is a man combined with a
computer, An enticing notion with which I felt the author could have done .
more-material here for a full novel MCTHER LND CHILD describes a human culture *
which has had aliens meddling with the natural pattern. The story is told from
shifting viewpoints which adds depth to the interest.

THE GOLDEN. MiN by Philip K.Dick,Magnum pb,£1,50.337pp.l5 stories. Dick's intro-
duction and his notes on each story should make this book extra invaluable to
those who admire the w2Tks of ‘this unorthodox writer.The title story is about a
matant whom humanity cannot stop, the second story concerns an &lien machine,
again unstoppable by humanity. Not all are downbeat but they ell are certainly
off the beaten track. : : o

WELL OF SHIUAN by C.J.Cherryh.Megnum pb,£1.50,253pp.The second story in the saga
of Morgaine who comes to close the Gates between planets, The world of Shiuan,
however, 'is being devastated by.earthquskes and floods end the only escape for
the people is through the Gates, High fanagy with a basis of solid sf.

CELESTIAL CHESS by Thomas Bontly.Magnum pb.£l.50279pp. This is an occult book
from which I usually recoil. It has all the ingredients-ghosts, covens,mediaeval
manuseripts, ruined Abbey and haunted family-these usually leave me cold. I found
this one quite different however, it is told in a quied,scholarly manner that
dampens the horror and plays up the mystery element, I found 1 thoroughly enjoyed
it due entirely to the dry wit of the author,

EEE—
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THE MERMAN'S CHILDREN by Poul Anderson,Sidgwick & Jackson,£7,95,319pp, & fantasy
story of faery having to give way to the coming of Christendom and this tragie
theme is shown by the things that happened to the halflings - those born of the
merman and a human woman, Told with sympathy and the usual Anderson elegance,

SONGS FROM THE STARS by Norman Spinrad,Sidgwick & Jackson.£6.95.286pp. A post-
holecust story that certainly is different, Aquaria is a tcun that uses 'white!
sclence and over the mountains is the society that uses 'black' science - the
petroleum and atomics theat nearly destroyed “arth, This is full of ideas that
expand with the story. It is entirely believable that the white' science would
flourish on clandestine use of the 'black'..and that each society would have much
to offer the other if ever they could get together. Told with verve and pansache,

IHE SHADOW OF THE TORTURER by Gene Wolfe.Sidgwick & Jackson.£7.95.301pp. Book one

of the Book of the New Sun. Severian is en apprentice of the torturer's Guild

" whose }ife is disrupted whenhe falls in Yove with a prisoner and for her sake -

disobeys the rules, His punishment is to be sent to a distant town. By the end of

thig first book he has only reached the Gate at the exit of the vast City. I

feel that this book has only scraped the surface of the gsociety revealed in

Severiasn's adventures.,weird, wonderful and totally absorbing, I can only think

of Gormengast as being so fantastic and yet believable, I really must read the

.. next two books! Y -

SUNFALL: by C.J.Cherryh,DAW pb.$2.25.158pp, The sun of earth is dying and this
tells of what happens in the Cities that are left.,Paris,London,Moscow,Rome,New
York and Peking. Each tale stands on its own and is told through a central
character and in this way the background is beautifully revealed. There are some
wonderful descrigtions..Moscow surrounded bty snow, Pekeing surrounded by barren
plains, and New York towering higher end hirhcr, The characters too are tragic
and in many ways symbolical., 4 fine work of imegination. o

DOOMTIME by Doris Piserchia,DAW pb,$2.25.173pp. Tuo Everest-high Trees dominate
arth- humans are subservient to them, Creed lives in the City of Neo and his
desire for lmowledge sends him out to struggled against the Trees, & strangs
story end vividly imagined, The author's style is also strange, abrupt snd often
disconcerting, .

SECOND GAME by Charles V.De Vet & Katherine MacLean,DAW pb, $2.25.158pp. An alion
culture is oncountered by Mankind's Ten Thousand Worlds-much 1iks humans but with
a warrior culture that is rigid and not open to negotiation, One man is sent to

. investigate the culture and one thing he finds is that they are game~playing
enthisiasts., Fairly predictable but with many shrewd twists and always enjoyable
and entertaining, . i :

- LHE 1981 ANNUAL WORTD'S BEST SF edited bty D.A,Wollheim with hrt Seha,DAW pb,$2.50
252pp.10 stories.Sharon Webb writes of the problem of longevitysJohn Varley of

.. sex-changing;Marion Zimmer Bradley of human isolation;Howard Waldrop of the extinct
" DodojNorman Spinrad of future entertainment;G.R.R.Martin of a weird expedition;Lisa

Tuttle of an unusuel alien invasion(this was the best I think) ;Bob Leman of an
‘alien horror{and so the most horrific);Migpael Coney of how man lost his aggress—
ion; and Lee Killough of the end of the world., - Good value!

JUNIPER TIME by Kate Wilhelm.Arrow pb,£1.60.280pp. Alpha is a space satellite
abandoned for years whilst Earth suffers a devasgtating draught. Three men hops

to re-start Alpha, Cluny is one,son of the man who started the project,Jean is

the daughter of the astronaut who lost his 1ife there. The story goes from one to
the other-some striking passages when Jean gees to live with Red Indians, and
Cluny's involvment with Alpha and politica, Both & bheautiful and frightening story.
IHE MAGICK OF GAMFLOT by Arthur H.Lendis,DAWpb,$2,25,207pp, Rousing yarn 05
magic and aliens, the further aedventures of Kyriw Fern.

. FLOW MY TRARS,THE | ICEMAN SAID by Philip K.Dick.DAW pb,$2.25 208ppThe J.W.Camp-
bell Memorial %yard Winner, )
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ROBOT IN THE CLOSET by Ron Goulart,DAW pb,$1.95 160pp Roscoe is a time-machine
robot hired by Sara to trace her family tree. Sara's reluctant boy-friend Tim
accompanies them back to Sen Francisco two days before the Earthquake is dus.
Plenty of adventures but rather a gtandard Goulart,

BLOOD GOUNTY by Curt Selby DAW pb,$2.25 176pp. Blood is a mountain town in
America, ruled by a Vampire, This is a vivid tale, a real horror story, As I
don't like horror stories I did not like this one, but have to admit it is
powerfully told,

SCiENCE FICTION SFECIAL 37 Two Books in one volume, BLIND VOICES by Tom Reamy
THE ULTTMAX MAN by Keith Laumer., £8.95  254pp plus 217pp.Sidgwick & Jackson,
Demry is a small-time crook kidnapped by an alien intending to use him as a
guinea~pig to assess human petential. ‘The alien does not really bargain for the
double-deaiing Danny--this one is quite good fun., BLIND VOICES is set in the
1929 when Haverstock's Vonder Show rides into a small American town. Three
teenage girls attend the show and what they first thought of as trickery becomes
frighteningly real. The atmosphere of the time and place is extremely well done
and the story mounis up te a exciting climax.

QUANTUM SPECIAL, 2 Two books in one volumn THE FAR CALL by Gordon Dickson IN THE
HALL OF THE MARTIAN KINGS by John Varley,.S® Igwick & Jackson.£8.95.414pp plus 316pp
THE FAR CALL is really one for those interested in the technicalities of space-
flight,in the dangérs and the politics that surround such ventures JN.THE HALL. QF
THE MARTTAN KINGS is a collection of 9 short stories with an introduction by
Algis Budrys, . -

THE REPAIRMEN CF CYCLOPS by John.Brunner,DAW pb,%2.25.159pp. The Corps Galactica
hes a base on the planat Cyclops. Alura is the woman who rules the planetjwhen
her lover is injured and taken to the Base this triggers off a series of events-
that has her demending the rewoval of the “ase, Cyclops is hiding a ghastly secret
which the Base'is in denger of exposing and there is now & race against time for
the Base persomnel, ZBxciting end interesting.

HADON OF ANCIENT OPAR by Philip José Farmer .DAW pb,$2.50.224pp.Farmer takes the
theme of Burrough's Atlantean colony and goes back to its beginnings, This was
written with the-parmission of the son of Burroughs and continues the tradition
of high fantasy end imaginative writing.

BANNERS ‘OF THE SA'YEN 4y B.R.Stateham,DAW pb,%2.25.206pp. The story of a lost
spaceman who is greeted as a Lord vhose coming has been prophesied. It is told
by one who becomes a disciple and is apparently the first of a series. idventure
in the grand tracdition,

HORN CROWN by Andre Norton,DAW pb. $2,95255pp, A Witch World novel that tells of
the Tirst coming of mankind and so this sets the basis for the entire series., It
describes the first meetings of humankind with the mazic forces that prevail
there in the persons.of Fltun the Clanless and Gathea the Wide Woman, One for
the Witeh World collectors,

STLRSHIP MAGLZINE:No 41.Spring 1981,1 year §#10,60,2 years 318,80, I am British
Agent, cheques should be made payable to SLGOL PRESS and sent to me,l year £4.85
2 years £9,50, .irticle by Sem Moskowitz I REMEMBER DERLETH full of fascinating
details, Interview with R...Wilson.SINS OF THE REVIEWERS by George Martin is from
the point of view of the writer reading the reviews vhilst he gnashes hig teeth,
James Gunn next analysing =  “in's THE PUFFET MiSTERS, and after this comes
Fred Pohl's column which is always entertaining, *‘he last column of reviews by
Sugan Wood is brilliant.

Ethel Lindsay






First..a batch from Australia.,.

SIKANDER:Nos 3&4:From:Irvin Hirsh, 279 Domain Rd.South Yarra,Vict.314l.Australia
$1 or trade ete, Irwin makes the valid point that fan editors owe it to their
contributers to pass on any comment received ahout their wotk, This is a gen-
zine and Irwin has guite a lot of contributers, the most amusing was by David
Grigg on a meeting with his agent. BRathor low-keyed but a likeable zine,

THE MENTOR:Nos23%30:From:Ron L,Clarke;6 Bellevue Rd,Faulconbridge,N SW 2776,
#1. This is another genzine which also has fiction. It is also valuable for

a series of articles on the history of Australian fandom.

ORNITHOPTER:MNo 7:From:Leigh Edmonds,PO Box 433,Civic Square,Canberra,ACT 2608
This reviews i HISTORY OF AUSTRALIAN FANDOM 1935-1963 which had been seraislised
in THE MENTOR, This leads Leigh on to 2 general musing about the interesting
subject of writing fan history. There is more editorial writing in this one

so giwing it more personality.

ERIC B.LINDSAY:Nos 9&12:From:Eric B.Lindsay,6 Hillerest ive.,Faulconbridge,NSW
2776, 1 liked Eric's ideas of a “relaxicon, Very much a personal zine, easy
in style and pleasant to read. I admire his attitude to cars and must quote..
"if a part falls off, and the car doesn't stop, it obviously wasn't an import~
and part,.Y. That rather sums up his attitude to 1life which I find enjoyable
to read dout, iis for his ambition to be a slum landlord, he really ought %o
make that a millionaire slum landlord. No use dpeaming by halfl
CHUNDER! :Nos:Vol.41-5.V01 .5 No 1:From:John Foyster,2l Shakespear Grove,St Kilda
Victoria,3182, 8/%2 or trade.,The first issue has an enthusisstic report of the
N.Zealand con that augers well for its future,.fter that there is a highly
entertainin- view of Seacon from George Turner, This also is mainly a persocnal
zine and has some instalments'of John's SEACON visit; as John is one of the
good writers of fandom this starts in fine fdshion. He also tells with restraint
the poignant story of the death of their new-born baby, Havin~ suffered a
sudden death in my own family recently my condolences are sincerely felt,

, a few from Canada,.
NEW CANADIAN FANDOM:No 1:From:Robert Runte & Michael Hell,c/o Box 4655,Southside
P.0.Edmonton .2l berta, Canada T6E 4GS, 4/$2.8ample on request b very handy newszine
of mainly Canadian items, covering cons,clubs and zines.,Useful too for new fang,
NECLOGY :No 6:From:NCF,PO Box 465%5,3.Edmonton.ilberta, Canada T6G 0Y9, 4/%$2.Sample
on request, WNewsletter of tho Edmonton SF and Comic firt issoc.News plus letters
and reveZys. Some good advice for fanzine editors,
205Mh :Nos 14&15:From:Steve George,94 Brock St.Winnipeg,Manitoba , R3N 0Y/,Canada,
50¢ or trade, Mostly book and film reviews but a nice too-short article from
Mary Long brightened things up.

and now to the US of 4,.

DYNLTRON ¢No74:From: Roy Tackett,915 Green Valley Rd.NW,Ahlbuquerqgue.B.Mexico 87107,
508 or trade etc.hn interesting editorial on the rise of fantasy in the sf field
heralds a welcome return to thisfrazine after quite a 1ull, Roy-is dubious
about continging because of the cost of postage. This does seem a pity as he
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alweys has a refreshing outlook on the various aspects of fandom.
HAWAI'I:No 3:From:Seth Goldberg,PO Boxe 7309,Menlo Fark,Ci §4025,USk,Fapazine,
4pp so no room for Seth to expand on his Haweian experiences..just enough to
tantalise! .
CULLOWHZEZ COMMENTS:No 6:From:Richard Llewellyn,PO Box 2349,Cullowhee,d.Carclina
28723,50¢ or trade. Some personal chat plus a few reviews,.another editor who
is complaining bitterly about the rise in pestal charges,and prophesying that
this counlid make major changes in fanzine fandom,
GENRE PLiT:Ne 4:From:iillyn Cadogan, /35 Hayes St,No 38,3an Francisco,Ci 94102.
#1 ,Determinedly cheerful with coniributers of the same mind. Best item is a
lovely sideswipe at the use of jargon by sngela somebody, but coming a close
second is Poul inderson remembering the BURMi SHAVE “igns.
SELDON'S FLAN:No A47:From:Wayne Third Foundation,Box 102,SCB,Wzyne State Univ,
Detroit,MI 42202, or trade,Editor:Brian Earl Brown.l genzine with quite a lot
of good artwork, Eric Mayer gives some good vignettes of New York, snd Brian muses
about the future of world coms.
SHANGRI L'AFFaIRES:No 77:Frcm:los r pgeleg SF Society,21513 Purbank Blvd,North
Hollywood,Ch 91601,51 or trade, Good to see this zine florishing again, I am
enjoying the series by Len Moffatt whers he remembers the many fans who have
been LASFAS wcmbers. There is much discussion over the growing custom for
weering fantasy costumes at cons. There were two girls at Leeds who wore -
costumes all the con weekend, but I thought they locked rather lonely and I did
not sec¢ them speaking with anyone. They are, of course, much more in the minority
over' here, SHIGGY spells out the pros and cons on this issue.

LOT:No/ Zelook No &:From:Ragnar Fyri,Bactrianus Enterprises,Solliveien 37,N
1370 asker,Norway. The latter is a 30pp diary-type zine covering sf, fanzines,
radio, and personsl news and views, &nd how did it get among the USL zines,
you may ask, well it is in English and I thought it looked like one, Particularly
Zelot which is the Blue Zelot and a very good skit on the Pinl Fanther,
THE WRETCH TalES TC WRITING:No 5:From:Cheryl Cline,1621. Detroit Lve,No 23,Concerd
Ch 94520.For trade ete, w11 about wresting! However also & lot ahout why people
watch it and that is quite enlightening, Not my cup of tea though!
TELOS:MoGary Tarber,Patricia & Terssa Nielson Hayden and Fred Haskell.il or trade,
Gary has a thouritful editorial about how size hes changed fandom.:. Terry Carr
column surprised me;didn't think he still wrote in zines, was glad to see his
opinion of BEING THERE,thet's one I can miss now.Now Richerd Bergeron as a colua-
nist! This zine sure brings out the talent...for next eomes John D.Barry very
acute about the way idiotic phrases spread through society,Iln the letter column
after reading letters by Willis and HoffmanI felt like Jean-Henri Holmberg waen
he wrote: "Gee, as they say, whiz, a real fanzine just like they used to make them,"
Fasily the most riveting item is by Teresa writing about being excommunicated from
the Mormon church, :
JANUS:No 18:From:SF3, Box 1624,Madison, WI 53701.4/%2 ,The name is to be changed to
AUTCORA, The post-holocust theme as used by feminist writers is the subject of a
fine article by Jeanne Gomoll. This theme is carried on by reviews of this type
of book and the revroduction of a panel orn the theme held at Noreastcon2. Ruite a
serious issue this time well worth reading for the new idas it cngenders.
PsFa:No 5:Fromsilichael Ward,Box 1496,Cupertino,CA 95015, 4/86.Very slick production,
High point is an interview with Robert Silverberg considering his writing carser
and decision to start writing again.d fair amount about feminism in the letter
column, that is not to be continued, Instead the articles discuss Speculative
Poetry with a useful bibliography , and Human Electricity. s genzine then,but
not easy to put in - -1y that category.
NIEKiS:No 25:From:106 School St,Laconia,NH 03246.4/%6.50, figein a hendsoms produc-
tion, There src four editors but Ed Meskys handles the editorial/personal column,
He describes New York fandom, guide dogs,sonar glasses, and essocigtions for the
blind. I hope the British Association compares favourably with the one Ed describes
which does not provide proper service, This is another zine with a theme,,that of
religion and SF, The most interesting article is by Fred Lerner who guotes what
religious writerg have had to say about SF, ]
NAGINATA:Nos 5-8:From: Jessica fmanda Salmonson,Box 5688 University Station,Seattle
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Weshington, 98105,6/36,This magazine, which is smell and neat, is devoted to
bmazons in fact and fiction, It covers an amazins territory..Chinese,Welsh,
Russian, the Wild VWest, and Celtic., I found the Yild West women most #cmark-
able.,we nevar seze anything like this on the screen! Jessica has many cont-
rituters who doc a tremendous amount cf research,
SCIENCE FICTICK REVIEW:Hos 38&:39:From:Ricuard E.Geis,PO Box 11408,Portland,CR
9721, $2.This magazine reviews in depth a huge 3ﬂount of SF bocks, plus &
thorough coverage of the magozines. There is an interview with Jack Willkieason
in one issue "ard one with Gene Wolfe in the other. The latter is very inter-
esting to anvone whc has recently read his SHADOW OF THE TORTURER, Geis himgelf
writes film reviews thet are valuable, and he has a strong stable cf contributers
such as John Erunner,Ian Watson,Darroll Schweitzer,Larry Niven stc, His letler
column attracts all those sericusly interested in ST and able to write aboul it
knowledgeahly, Hizhly recommended,
YAKDRO:No 252:From:Robert & Juanita Coulson,Route 3,Hartford City,Indiana.f7348
British Agent: Alen Dodd,77 Stanstesd Rd. hocacodon Aerts,75¢ or 35p.Interested
to seo Buck defending the COSMOS tv programae of Sagan on the grounds that if
the public want gurus it is better Sagan than Maharishis! There are 1lépp of
book reviews here, a very catholic coverage and full of Buck s trenchant humnor.
In the letter column 1 vas amused at barrell Schweitzer's semi-gerioue suggest-
ion that the fanzine HUGC be swardedby fanzine reviewers...l bel there would
suddenly be a lot of those critturs! WNice to see a few zine reviews creening
back into ¥.
PANZINE DIRECTCRY:No 3:From:illen Beatty,PO Box 1506,dmes,Li 50C10.31. This is a
bivliography of fanzines published world-wide in 1977, Zines are listed in
alphabetical order followed by editorial names and address. The editor promises
the next izsue will combine 1978 and 1979. Invaluable for the collector.
THE ‘WHOLE FANZINE CATALOG:Nol8/19:From:Brian Barl Brown,16711 Burt Rd.No 207,
Detroit,ML 287219, 4/h2. & catalogue of recently published zines, handily
sectioned into clubziines, newszines, zines by country, sgsin, valuable for the
collector,and alsc anyonc dipvpinz a toe in the zine pond.

and row some British zines...
SING ME i SOHG:From:Pete E.Presford,Ty-Guwyn,Maxwell Close,Bucle,Cluvd,X.Vales.
i pcrsonal zine thet is a bit CJaotlc as Pete scems to he compos1nc on stencil,
and without any plsnning, Had he taken one subject and written shout it
thoroughly this wouvld have been better. Oertainly his thoughts on fandom and
on standing as a Welsh candidate barely scra~e the subjeets.
Fall EXILED FRU TYNE 2I0E:Ne 1: From:hlan Hamilton,38 Park Way,Etwall, Derbvsblrc
DEG 6il, & personalzine in which he deseribes tvo incidents..an accldent to the
ship on which he was travelling and a visit to Dakar, lore detail would have
made both merc readable. A paen of praisc to his cat I skipped over lightly. Fow
I could write vividly about the cat across the road who mekes a beeline for my
garden. Cats surz won't foul their own gerden!
TWLL-DDU:No 19:¥rom:Dave Langford,2?2 Northumberland ave,Reading,Berks RG2 7PW.50p
This has the start of Dave's Trip Report-which appears to be in sufficient detail
to make it the type I like, It was inevitable that fandom would use satire on
the writing style of Joseph Ficolas and here Dave recelly does a lovely jobl: I
also enjoyed his way with a letter coluvmn. With this comes a one-shot titled
VISITORS PASS whichk Dave published with Stu Shiffman., L1t is really a publicity
sheet for TAFF giving a sawmple of what it will be 1ike to read their respective
ThFF revorts(very very fuimny!)., It is good to see this evidence of activity on
hehalf of TATF .. it augers well for the futurel
SECCND-HAND WiVE:No42:From:ilan Ferguson & Trev Briggs,26 Hoeeroft Court,Hoe
Lane,Enfield, Middsx,E¥3. The editorial informs us that "bad taste" ig fashlonzble
and(I take it.)laudable and that their zine is in this tredition. Humour is
aimed for and mostly attained. .it least once thoygh unintentiorally, that is where
it is seid in an article on music that "Tho old gunard cling to the Beatles,Dylan
and Floyd". My 0ld Guard clings to Croshy,Sinatra, and Gilbert & Sulliven,... I
thought most of the cartoons were the funniest items,
TYE CIDEREAL, TIMES:Mo 11:From:illen Boyd-Newton, 42 Church Lane,PRicknoller,Via
Taunton,Somerset. 35p. Book reviews are afcature heing given more length than is
usual, Fan fiction thatrequires knowladge of the fans involvedfor full benefit,
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WalDQ:No 6:FrontEric Bentcliffe,17 Roverside Crescent,Holmes Chapel,Cheshirs
CW. TNR.Eric deseribes his visit to Usnada and the US, I zlways find this sort
of thing enjcyshle and this was no oxception. . goed genzine with a John Berry
story and lots of fans writing about when they first sncountered SF,
ARENn SF:No 11:From:Geoff Rippington,6 Rutland Gardens,Birchington,Kent,CT7 9SK
60p. The mainstey of this magezine is serious study of SF, The line-up is very
impressive.,a GOH speech by Keto Wilhelm, an interview with John Brunner, and
another GOH speech by Johr Brunner, The latter wes given in Poland and this
adds a dimension to-the remsrks on how people face up to tho future,Good book
reviews are done by Srian Stableford,Dave Langford and Barry Baylley.
IHE NEW GWENT REVIEW:No 1:From:Brym Fortey,/5 London St.Newport.Gwent,NPT 8DG,
Bryn is always originsl and I read his sed story of the demise of a Welsh
irdustry with sympathy. The remainder of this issue is concerned with poetry
and letter writers giving their views is stimulating. There are 3pp of noems
by Lisa Conesa,.l wish I eould say I like? them hut to me they are so melamcholy.
Grief and szadness I can understand but the state of melsncholy alweys seems to
me tobz self~indrlgent,
PHOENIZ:No_1:FromsThe hssociation for Independent Disabled Self Sufficiency,
7 klfred St.Bath.ivon.Bil 2QU.Edited by Pamela Boal, £1 for one year(/ issues).
Pamele is, of course, a fan; and those who read of her horrid experiences with
a wheelchair at the Brighton convention will understand why she is so involved
with this 4ssociation, Subseribe, why don't you, and you will find it full of
articles of henefit.
HINDMOST:No 2:From:The 42 Dundee SF Society,Editor Jon Wallace, 21 Charleston St
Dundee.hngus, & clubzine, so there is & mixture of fiction, srticles, poetry
and a few letters, I'd suggest some personal notes about the club members to
give this more nersc.ality,
ERG QUARTERLY:Nos 74%75:From:Terry Jeeves,23C Bannerdale Rd,Sheffield,S11 SFE,
2/81 or LOC plus 30p. Terry has started a NiSi column giving all the lstest news
from there,.Book reviows wander outside the narrow SF path in an intriguing way,
Part 2 of Terry's Boston Trip Report is in 74 and copies of the complete renort
can be obtained by sending him 75p..thet is if there are any left..he has not
done a large amount of copieg.it is detailed and entertaining. Both issues have.
useful articles on computers., i very good genzine,
Scr~ newszines.., '

SCIENCE FICTTON CHRONICLE: Published monthly by Algcl Proes,PO Box 4175,New York
NY 10163, 1 year #15, 2 years %26, I am British 4gent - 1 year £3,75. 2 years
£5. Should yeu subscribe through me please make cheques payeble to 4LGOL
PRESS, Frofessional printing and layout, very good photographic sections, The
news items cover everything of note in the SF world from the forthcomimg pub-
lications to the Nebula awards. Plus rolevant cditoriels and stimulating and
informative letters, ,
ANSIBLE:Published Wy Dave Langford,22 Northumberland hve,Reading,Berks,RG2 7PW
Z;@i.Convention listings,convention reports, up-to--date news and fascinating
goseip., Highly rezdable!
LOCUS:Published monthly by Locus Publications,PC Box 3938,3an Francisco,Gi 94119,
$1,50, EBritigh sabscriptions can be mads through FANTAST MEDWLY, i1l the latest
publishing news, revievs, vhotogrephs, convention reports, Another that is highly
useful to the writer and fan alike,

Some other useful critturs,,
FANTAST MEDWAY LTD, 39 VWest 3t.Wisbech,Cambs,PE13 2LY put out monthly catalogues
wnich often alsc contain news items and up £¢ date con listings,
FalNTASY CENTRE,157 Holloway Rd.Londen N7 8LX, Regulsr catalogues ‘
FERRET FANTASY LTD, 27 Beecheroft Rd.Upper Tooting,london SW17, Regular catalogues
that feature carly and rare SF in addition to modern SF, Therc is also a section
now of detective fiction, Some of the items here are go tempting!

Bz Pr-pfundis:The Newsletter of the Los :ngeles SF Society,l1513 Burbank Boulevard,
N.Hollywood,CA 91601, 12/##5 or trade. Club Minutes are gossipy and informative and
amwsing., The fan activities calendar is guarentced to make you envicus. Cther news
noteg cover a wide field,
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DAGON: 4n 4PA-Q Zine pHblished by John Boardmen, 234 Bast 19th St,Brooldyn.New
York 11226.,cvery tiird Saturday Hot just mailing comments,.but John often
discusse his ideas on fimerican politics and has the kind of nows not_alyays
printed in British papers. So valuable from that point of view and it is
entertaini~- ~g woll, Join the fipa or trade for this omne.

L Taat cleered a lorge pile..nov I can corment ng the sines
roll in.,.
IHE MAITOR:Ho 31:as before.John J.Alderson here on the popular subject of energy
conservation. Bob Smith is entertsining on present day 'fannishness', as is &,
Yertram Chandler on a variety of topics. This also has Part vll of the history
of Australian fandom by Vol Molesworth..this bit dealing with schisms is very
absorbing. A& good genzine.
GENENSHEIN:From,Eric B Lindsay,c/o ¢ Hillerest Ave,Faulconbridge,NSW 2776,
Australia, §1.60A, & nicely relaxed personalzine, enhanced by a good letter-
column, Bnjoyed Eric's description of a visit to a hobby-computor exhibit,
Intermediate Vector Bosons:No3:From:Harry J.N.Andruschsk,Box 606,La Canada-
Flintridge,Cal 91011, 2 or trade.Genzine that has such high features as an
article by Burbee and another by Bloch. Both hugely funny needless to say, &
continuation of historics of the apas has Terry Jeawes writing about OMPA and
Taral writing ahout Canadian apas. Harry himsolf lLeops us up to date about JPL,
Z0SMA:No 16:From:as before, Steve in his editorial is quite firm thet his fanzine
shall be & hobby, not a chore, an attitude I applaud. This is mainly a blend of
book and film reviews with some letters in between. I 1liked the friendly
atmospheres and the leisurely discussion of what makes good fan-writing.
NIEKAS:No 26:From: as before, 6Cpp end in small print mekes t:is good value,
Top marks to Bd Meg’ys colunn, he has been in fandom lons enough to take @
tolerant view of most things and to give vivid descriptions of fendom.I cannot
itemise all the good things in this one..the contents range over all types of
literature and all contributions are highly polished. Reviews are particularly
valuable and latters are informative, On 2ll fronts-very professional and yet
without any stuffiness, Highly recommended,
Grogey Tales:lo 12:From:Eric Mayer and XKathy “slone,l4oF Powers Lane,Rochester,
N.York 14624, Bric fills the issue himself this time, he takes the birth of
his daughter, the death of Lennon and memories of his Grandfather and weaves
this ihto an enthralling piece of writing., Congrafulations to you Bric, and

Kathy on the advent of Fleur! .
DRIFTING SQUL:No l:From:Mike Hamilton,38 Park Way,Etwall,Derbyshire,DE6 6HU,No

price 7pp.Main item a description of the ressons why superstition is still rife on
modern ships, Very logically worked out. Slim promising zine.

STEFANTASY: NO *'!:Trom:William M.Danner,R.D.1 Kennerdell,PA 1637..0btainable by
editorial whim only, ask and you may receive, no price but he will expect some
responce. The editor produces this on his own printing ptess and the coloured
ATOM cover is just lovely. This zine specialises in experimental use of type,

in hoax adverts(Join the Kook of the Month Club)and interesting, sometimes hilarious
extracts from back issues of the SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN, The letter column improves
with every 1 ue.

DE PROFUNDIS:No 129:From The Los fngeles SF Society,Inc.11513 Burbank Blvd.,North
Hollywood,Calif ,91601.This newsletter desecribes the activities of the most active
SF elpb in the world, Some idea of their scope comes with the news that they will
buy & 16mn film projector for $1CCIE

STRAWBKRRY D° 7K:No 4:From:F.Browne,34 Gillies Place,Broughty Ferry,Dundee,ingus

or W,Herbert,Brasenose College,Oxford,30p plus 14p stamp.A university fanzine so
mostly poetry and fiction.Two of the poeps are outstending, one by Bill Herbert
and one by Judith Schaufeld because they had something to say and were not just
stringing words together. Obviously a good place for budding writers,

FANZINE FaMATIQUE:No 41:From Keith & Rosemary;Walker,6 Vine St,,Greaves,Lancaster
Lamcs Lil 4UF, Comprehengive fanzine listings plus reviews, 3/%1 or 6/f1

DEAD TREES:No 2:From:Ken Josenhams,116 Burcham Rd.Past Lansing,MI 48823.No vrice,
Thoughtful stert by Ken discussing ethics now that"duplicating technology is
rapidly outstripping both the principles and the laws involved in copyright!.
Annelaurie Logan next produces s guide for a polygamous lifestyle, I guess it is
something badly nceded these days. There is also a good column by Marty Siegrist.
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THE 3F AND F JCURNaL :No 91: Irom Jon Miller,12315 Judson Rd.Wheaton,Maryland,20906.
$2.25.70pp.Cood start with Gene Wolfe's idea of staging the worst conventlon of
all time, HMust say his idea of siting the con in the Bible Belt struck me as
very shrewd.There is an index to the megazine MNEBUL:, After this news and reviews
waich cover a wide fie¢ld and which I find valuable, With this comes Don's other
slimmer zines(he haes been sick and yet is a prodigous worker)THE GMS INFCRMANT
13~15 which covers ST,Mystery and Boardgeming, sn incredible amount of news and
reviews are crammed in here, There is also three supplements to The Journal
which is concerned with "overflow" which gzthers in fanzine reviews and lists

of published hooks, Highly recommended,

ICOSLHEDRON:No 1:From:Moira J,Shearman,25 Scott St, Dundee Jingus, - Moria calls this
2 one-off personalzine but re: shonece may changs this! She appears to be chiefly
interested in fantasy and everything is held up in the light of Tolkien, In
discussing fantasy she says she would rather wait for a good book than have the
writer rush into publication, For this reason she prazises Katherine Kurtz who

is refusing to hand over a new book in the Deryni series until she iz satisfied
with it herself, Moira then gives a thoughtful review of the books of Kurtz,
let's hove she does continue to publish a fanzine!

SCIENCE FICTION CHRONICLE:Nos 11&12, as before., Photographic work is even more
lavish,particularly in the coverass of the american Beookseller's convention, There
is a good close~-up or: the DaW loth anniversary cake! among the many news items I
note with plezsure that Terry Cerr will be reviving the ACE SFECIALS,

HalWal! * MWo Z:From:Beth Goldberg,PO Box 73C9,Menlo Perk,Ci 94025.Fapazine, but is
generally available, This one has Seth discussing scientific rasgarch and the

Hugo auwerds, .

NEXUS:No ?:From:Mike Gay,Bridge Chambers,Bridge St.,Leatherhead,Surrey,KT22 8BN,
30p but 50p by mail, Prolfessionally printed it is a forum for pictorial and
reprograpaic collectors, fans, and readers. Yainly aimed at collectors but slso
has hints on publishing, letters and want lists, .

STOF 3RELKING DOWN:No 7:From:Greg Pickersgill,7a Lawrence Bd.South Ealing,London
W5, UD in qtnmpﬂ ¢~ trade otc, Chris Ltkinson first,describing her sexual

fantagy life whiclh seems protty welrd to we,I guess this shows how mundane I am,
Next comes Linda Pickersgill's thoughts UhllSL housckeeping, I felt much more
sympathetic tc this article, Greg himself writes about the Leeds convention

and his strictures on the fan room being placed in & bar are very true. From

this he moves to discussion of the Doc Weir award and is very indignant at it
being won by John Brunner, His obiections are that it sheuld be awarded to a

fan but of course a fan according te his definition. Why his definition should
oxclude John Brummer and yat not exclude Bob Shaw who won it the year before, I

Jdo not understand, I can, howaver, agrce with him over his thoughts on TAFF,

It was useful in the beginning when we were all so hard up thet s trip to the US
wag a dream .- but if Dave Langford is reslly having to run around druswming up
custom then it is time to stop, Lfter all if fans want to mect 2 specific fan
there are always things like the very successful Tucker Fund, &4 stimulating fan-
zine but if there isn’t ~omething in it somewderc to shock you I Coubt the editor
will be disappointed.

SMALL FRIENDLY DOG:No 20:FromKel and Cas,25 Bowland Close,Offerton,Cheshire,SK2 SNW
This uses a diary-tvpe format which is one 1 always enjoy., This time, houever,it
mostly consists of extracts from locs with some comments on them by Skel. Sorry to
hear that Cas has been unwell an? hope she imprecves soon, Mein thing from Skel is
a simplified explanatlon of Biitish polities by him for overseas readers.

AURCRA ST:lNo 19:From:SF3,Box 162/,Madison,WI 53701,3/86,0verseas 3/88,Formerly
JANUS ,The SF stands for Spoculﬁtlve Feminism,Madison's group does not have the clubw
room of the Lasfas but = study of their programme shows that they are equalily
active, notably in the ta'ing part in tv and radio, Letters begin this issue and
among other things, decriecs the tendency to thinking in black and waite.Suzette
Haden Elgin writes abeut linguistics as used in SF, .and how wrong this oftfen is
ased,This issue has as a theme,.commnication, Terry Garey discusses how to do so
in poetry and is very good about what to aveid. How we communicate and the problems
that 'would result in alien communication is dealt with thoughfully by John F,
Alexander,  Rather frightening is Ctein‘'s ideas on the future effect cof video
games, The reviews are excellent and the preduction is a treat to the eye.
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OUT OF THE ELUE:No 3:From Harry Bell & Kevin Williams,9 Lincoln St.Gateshead,Tyne
& Wear,l..o AEE, trades send 2nd copy to Kevin at Q Whitton P1,,Seaton Delaval,
Northumberland, 30p or tradec etc. This features part of Peter Robert's TASF
Trip,,where he encounters Disneyland..British fans reaction to this always
interests me but on the whole Peter did not curl his lip very much,There is a
brilliant article by Andy Firth about the human trait of humming to yourself.

I wish though he had told me how I could stop doing it..there are scme days

when a tune drives me mad! Another highlight is.a Bob Shew speech. & good-
natured fanzine that I enjoy.

SCIENCE FICTION REVIEW:No /O:as before.This one has a fascinating telephone
conversatign mainly- between Arthur C.Clarke and.Harlan FEllison. There-is.s .wery-—. ..
perceptive essay on the meaning of SF by Barry Malzberg, I thought the film
reviews by Dick:-himself were particularly useful this time, I also appreciated
Dick's fine tribute to James H.Semitz who sadly died this year.

ARENA SF:No 12:From:as before,l think of this as Britain's engwer to SF REVIEW;
certainly tho serious coverage of SF is as high. James Corlay on religion and SF
has some new thoughts to offor. Ian Watson describes some pitfalls that await
writers., Richard Cowper is interviewed; having recently read his 'Corley' books

I found this illuminating. There is a good letter column discussing the merits of

previous reviews and, of course, the reviews in depth are valuable.
BARLOT:No 2:From:ivedon Carol, 4409 Woodfeild Rd. Kensington ,MD 20795 & Anne Laurie

Logan & Ken Josenhans,116 Burcham,E.Langing,MI 48823,Trades- one to each editor,
Most of the material is by Avedon and Anne; they cover a variety of sutjeets such
ag US politics, crowd psychology and fannish deings.Most amusing bit is from
Jeanne Gomoll deseribing her Graduation Day. Undoubtedly a fannish zine which
agsumes you know everyone mentioned,

THE SCIENCE FICTICH (DLLECTOR:No 15:From:c/o Pandora's Books Ltd.,Box 1298,41tona
Manitoba,RCG OBO CANADA,6/%59,.Tableid form,bimonthly.Contains a checklist of Laser
Books,Perils of Pulp Collecting,Bibliogravhy of William Hope Hodgson plus pages
and pages of material for sale, Ideal for all collectors,

THE_PANTaSY CENTRE:From:as before, There is in addition to the sf listings of
books for sale & supplement devoted to detective fiction and reference books dn
this genre, I am sorely tempted but need & tumble dryer before the winter!
DAGON:FROM:as before: This time,John hag kindly enclosed cuttings showing the
reaction to the Roysl Wedding in the US, VMost amusing was the columnist whose 'aunt’
thcught there was a grest career for Lady Diana in Hollywood and who opined that
she ficould be bigger than Julie isndrews®,

Phich brings me to the end of the fanzine comments as today I start running off
on my trusty machine for the last time, I will miss the fanzine stream coming
through my door, the constant surprises that they bring and often the sheer
delight. I am not going to make any promises about writing 2 loe for every one
that I now receive, I guess I could not sustain that, I will try though,

Ethel Lindsay
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Robert Coulscn: Thn p3551vc solar house sppeals to the sort of "little people™ who
have the kind of money necessary to buy tho land, pay
a contractor for building the housc, ete, I wouldn't
mind having one, but I can't afford it, “hat the hell
good doeg Roy tllnk a house like that is going to do
twelve million peovle in New York City? Small-scale
solar power advocates all seem to have one thing in
common -- meney,...l expect @ lot of pcople dread
retirement because they den't know what to do except
get up and go to & job., Some undoubtedly lile their
jobs and dislike quitting, but most scem to dread sll
that spare time, Of course I'd retire tomorrow if I
ecould afford it, but thon cvervone says I'm weird., If
I retired tomorrow, I just might be able to read all
the unread books around here before I die, I have
plenty of things tc keep me busy without wasting time on work,"**] know a couple
of women who are dreading retirement and all that swares time!l*™%

Eddie Bundred:"Thanks for SCCT 81 and for publishing my letter, although it was
embarrasaingto ses the number of grammatical errors.
Lha not sure how meny were my own fault and how many

% were misovrints. I feol I must agree with the Hirsch
lotter in praise cf ATOM. His illustrations especially
for the letters are excellent. Eric Needham's erticle
was complotely incomprehensible™#*L do not think I
ever made grammatical errors but now that I have gone
+here is a vecant tltle Lor Quesn of the lyDos oot

and am qtartlng thls letter before. lethargy and
laziness and procastination scuttle the idea, I'm
sorry you're ditching Scottishg for it's one of the
two fenzines I always read from cover to cover upon
recelpt, despite your well-known typos, misspellings
ete.Yhon your time is all your own sgems an odd time
to drop it, btut I know how it is., When I was working
I scemed somchow to have mere time for hobbies than

I have had since, but of course I was & lot younger
then, dnyway, I'm glad you're esnjoying retirement

as I lknew you would., I've been enjoying it for 33
yeers riow. 4t times recently I didn't think I'd make
its I've had a peculiar new sort of virus that causes
what are'not quite dizazy spells, but s sort cf whirling sensation in the head, The
Doctor put me on something called Panaverine, 04t times I fesl back to normal, but
this bug seems a hard onc to shake, I'm beginning teo think I may live; but that
first spell was 2 resl one, and fer a seccond or two I was sure I was dying right
then ard there, It's hell to get old, but as Eddic Stuart of Pgh used to say,
there's no use complaining about getting old; becausc when you stop getting old
you're dead!"¥* The way to face old age is to lewer your sights g2 bit and greet
it with contentment™**




Letters 2
8id Birchby: "Thanke for SCOT 81 which is perbaps the most nearly sane of fan~
‘ zines, refreshingly free of those elaborate Feghoot~type
puns which are now talking hold in the mundane world, and
other baroque forms of mirth, Would you agree that 44
years in the NHS drives a person completely sane — or
. ~otherwise?  Come to think of it,fanzines nowadays do
far less to Qamoge the mind than the BBC News or the
Gunardian, andsoee of us who joined fandom to escape
from reality might suspect that we took reality with us,
because the world news is now so senseless that no SF
editor in his right mind would buy it. For example, the
. g i - gurrent spy farce--who would pay for a story about a bunch
“of homosexusl double-agents including 'Cagssendra' of the 'Daily Mirror', the
Keeper of the Cueen's pictures, and possibly the formor hesad of Mi5? Not even
Robert Sheckley, master of the surreal, could sell that, and certainly not Len
Deighton,It's a pantomime-world, where the Principal Boy is a girl, and vice-
versa. Fandom is much more logicel, and a Good Thing. You asked sbout my
Hummedruz enquiry into unidentified sounds., MHainly of interest to Forteans,
perhaps, just as leylines were a few years back, and not really fannish, Part of
my other interest. I am not just a pretty face, said he, combing his whiskerg, "
Pamola Boal:" You can imegine your Katterings were of extra interest to me tiis
B tima, I do hope something comes out of the mectings of
the voluntery socleties, In this area they have been
happening for some time and are grandly titled "The
Carcing Network"™, Alas, people pay 1lip service to the
notion of finding out what other groups and organisations
have to offer but really only want to air their own
problems and are terrified that co-operation would mean
loss of their own scare funds or workers,AIDS has grown

0 nf TIE \:f'f‘:'?"'

CRb:;q;
= ‘”B'CO'Hﬁivr.. from two houseboun? people to @ national membership. We
oyp =B enjoy & good deal of respect from other organisations

o because we practise what we preach-cooperation,® ** The
result of the meotings of all the local organisations was a committee of various
representatives. 4 deathly silence after that will not surrrise youl™**
ks again for SCCT and feel very sad thet publication is
soon due to cease, 1t's always a pleasure to receive
(mueh 1ike ERG), onc knows more or less what to expect,
not as if you were trying to set the world on fire
failing and burning yourself out in the process..three
issucs at most before the said faned gafiates for good...
.. With the neus that Lmerica has tracked a killer sattelite
" recently(a Russian onc that suppoesedly destroyed a Russian
sattelite)one tends to become @ little pessimistic and
wonder whether it's wise for the human race to leoave this
planet, ospecially if we take our paranoid and warlike
: tendencies with us. . Letters are delightful and amusing and
jtts at least half due %o Mtom's cartocns™I'd argue with you here,.not all humans
are paranoid and wer-like., It seems to me that if you were sitting out in space
surveying huiens since the days of the cavemen ~ jyou might see a littlec improvment.
I am going to oquote here from ““slcolm tuggridge..."It seemed to me thet just
having an enormously more powerful weapon altered nothingl it was the will %o
destroy rather than the means which mattered..the crossbow is only different
from nuclear weapons in degrec, not in kind."
Don Malcolm:YI was interested in your comments about libraries. I tend not to use
b i Nt TN e §y libraries more than I have to, boing one of that vanishing
. ! tribe of book huyers. I ho-~ & book cellar as some people
qéjﬁﬁﬁg‘ have a wine celler with always a selcction of books laid
Eﬁ down for future reading.Basically I like to own the books
= I read, Cn a pr-atical level I have boen forming a comp-
: H;‘ rchensive library for many years for my own use and for
14 my sons in the future,.l think that the day of the freo
lending library is long past and that the system is abused.
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One library.in which 1 worked was in a rural middle-class area with a very high
proportion of home ownership, It wes instructive to listen to the conversations
about exotic holidays, expensive cars, house extensions, etc and watching bocks
being taken out by the bag load. the thought of actnally buying a book didn't
enter most of their minds!™** Oh how I disagree! The cheapest hardback these days
is £5,.how many of those do you think I can afford? I am & very fast rcader and
gobble down at least one a dagy, Were it not that I am quite happy to re-read a
favourite book I should sometimes be in sad straits!™*¥
Harry Warger: Y"The trouble with passive solar houses is that they would solve only
. one part of the cnergy problem, the residential heating part,
**4%9\ even if they could meke it super-efficient. Moving every-
AT one into them wouldn't affect the energy needs for factories
transportation, electricity, public buildings, end ell the
other major demands. The year when fossil fuels are used
up would be moved back by a few years. Collectirg solar
.. power in space and beaming it back to earth would cover
“every form of energy needs, But I don't reelly expect
to sec any major actiontoward this or any other solution

0 s until the year of reckoning comes a little closer. Men
F:h23:7£, iRl and women gcherally begin to reach positions of authority
= B A when they're in their 30s, they can expect to retire about

25 or 30 years later, and if the energy shortage won't become desperate withinm 30
years, wiy should they worry? If the crisis scems to be only 20 years in the
future, we can expoct things to happen at the orders of executives who want to:
make sure they still have jobs up to retirement age.™*That sounds very cynical,
Harry and also very true,**¥
Eric Needham:" You could supplement your income quite easily. Your expertise in

‘ opathalmology should snable you to devise some golfing
bifocal lenses to sell to the golfing fraternity round
Carnoustie., Thesc bifocals enable you to look down and
see a very tiny golf-ball, Then you look up and see a
vory large golf-club. You hit the golf-ball with. the
very large club, and then by holding your head lilke ithis
vou see a very small golf-ball drop into a very larga hole,
You ought to meke a fortune...I'm in a Retirement Soclety
too but all that ever happens is that 1 listen to the
hpd Minutes of the last meating, oat & biscuit , drink a cup

C o of tea, pay 10p into the Dead Logs Fund and go home again,
Oh, I tell you, the suspenssc of waiting for the Annusl Goncral Meeting is
unboarable!™ **I'doot you are nae gelforiyou use o putter for holeing the ball ***

We also heard from and wish to thank,...

Michael Moorcockto whom, as ever, best wishes

George Grieff, who said very nice things about SCOT

Roy and Deedee Lavendar who always send nice letters snd fascinating cuttings
Mary Long who I hope will accept this in lieu of the letter I owe her

Peter Singleton who is to be congratulated on meking progress

Harry Andruschsk,Jon Wallace,hrnold Aikien who should know their letters were
very much appreciated, Same goes for Ragnar Fyri

Alan Ferguson, s wise chap who says that Forfar Bridies beat Cornish pasties
any day, Peter Nicholls,..glad to hear things are easing up for you.John Brunner
-I'1) miss your postcards! Walt Willis whe keeps promiging to write but never
does, anyway,ttnks for the clipping.

Bric Needham who informs me that the Soviet Union invited a group of sf writers
for & two week.tour,

Roger Waddington who kindly passes on his copies of LOCUS,

Bric Lindsay who entertaing by telling me about the fan who got 8 loe to him and
to me thoroughly mixed up,.and adds..’reminds me of my original correspondence
with Buck Coulson, from some ten years back, when he nearly made the same mistake
«sbut Buck doesn't make mistekes®!
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I have apnroached the last igssue of SCOTTISHE with
some sadness, but also with feelings of relief, The latter were especially pre-
dominant when I had to pay £5.29 for a tube of ink. Lt one time, duplicating
was such a chean way of nroducing a fanzine, slas that time is receding, I
should think that shorter print runs will be the way most fanzine editors tsckle
the problem and reader response will be essential if you wish to obtain fanzines.
We may well see the end of the 999 lists! I am hapny to say that my trusty
duplicator will be going into the hands of fanzine producers, Hay they have as
much fun as 1 have had and find their biggest rewards in the friends they wake as
1 have done. Be warned however the day you feel guilty because you have not
been cutting stencils is the day that you are hooked.

Some people have kindly
asked me to write for them now that SCOT will be off my hands; but there is only
one fangine where 1 think I would feel st home and that is YiNDRO, I have been
asked to continue my column there but I doubt that it will appsar soon. I want %o
revel in a bit of freedom from this typewriter. Still, I do have an itch to
write or-else SCOT would never have come out all those years, or perhaps I should
say a need to communicats, I have never wished to be a writer of fiction, but I
do like nattering about whatever is interesting me and goodness knows there is
always something.

I had hoped to have MachiaVarley in this last issue but fate is
against me. He is once again being moved and house-hunting and femovel problems
are what concerns him at the mo-ent, I had high hoves of an article about his
holiday this year for he and Frances went for a residential week at a school at
which they took two courses - one on Bridge and the other on Philosophy. Bria
said he sxpected to end the weeck feeling philosophical about his Bridge, 1

QLY
enough I had been thinking quite a lot this year about my philosophy of<ife;it
seemed fo be forever creeping into the conversation. It is easily ste? up,I'tm
afraid there is nothing profound about it, It consists of two clir™S -'"Done's
done® and "Life is too short to worry about that'. .

The first cay® expl§lned by
snother cliche 'No use orying over spilt milk' and that is 3 athing ] flave never
done. One thing that is helpful to me in avoiding such a g tsfsgDPaQtlce 1s that
I have a shockingly.bad memory. Should I do any very sips, “=7% ~ in a few
months the details will have become completely hazy. .. . a‘a;; m§ans you can
remember every little detail and can blush furiously . — o cgain. Not me - 1

IS ———
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have forgotton all about it, The same applies if someone hurts my feelings; the
sting dies quickly when you can no longer be sure what was said or why. When I
was younger I used to be bothered quite a lot by my bad memory, now that I am
older I can see that too good a memory is not a particular Bygssing. It also
helps if you have no desire to linger over the bad patches, to mull over wrongs,
to stew over what can't be altered. 1 was always in complete sympathy with
Scarlett O'Hsra when ghe said ®I'1l think about it tomorrow,"

The second saying
"Life is too short to worry alout that" has been with wme since L was eighteen.
I was then a very junior nursing probationer when one day the Ward Sister told
me to go to the end of the ward and sit beside a man who apveared to he sound,
asleap, She did not tell mw why - those werec the days when you were liable to
be told "You are not nere to think,Nurse", TFor about twenty minutes T sat, glad
that for once I need not dash around the ward, and listening to this man breathe
easily in and out. Then he suddenly slopped, belween one breath znd” the next he
was gone. That was the first time I encountered death and my chief reaction at
the time wad great surprise. -
Since that day I have seen death manyv times, some :
casy like this (the best kind), some very hard, some slow and some so guick that
not all the degperate e¢fforts could prevent it. I learned to take ‘in my stride
the dressing of dead bodies and to observe the emptiness hefore me, That first
death though was the one that taught me that one should he gratefil just to be
able to breathe in and out. #longside this continuing miracle how-trivial every
other worry can seen, .

Enowing how short 1ife can be, pecple who worry sbout little
things continually amaze me. Some of them act as if they werc going to have two
lives, onc in which they can harass themselves and one later which they can enjoy.
Particularly one should necver worry about what They think, life ig far tco short
to worry about such nonsence,

To those who wanted to know about Life in Carnocustie
in onc sense it proceeds sedately enough, in another sensc the weeks whizz past and
1 can hardly believe that it is now three years since I moved into this flat, There
is a vast improvement in the garden as L continue to plant flowering bushes around
the border, imong them I have planted what I call Broom and my expert friends call
Cystius. It still seems an affectation to me to have all horticultural names in
Latin but I guess this tradition is too engrained now to ever change,

The sedate

part is easily described, every Tuesday I take out my Aunt and my cousin(my Aunt
is now 89!); most Saturdays I go out with my brother and his wife; onc month I
visit friends and drink their whisky and the next month they come and drink mine,
Monthly there is the Red Cross, the Tounswomen's Guild and the NHS Retirement
Fellowship meetings and, come Cctober, there will be the weckly Embroidery
classes. Best of all is that if I feel like sitting down in the widdle of the
morning to read there is nothing to stop me providing I avoid looking at the dust.
Och, and who would worry about a 1little bit of dust...not me!

Now and then there
is something different such as last Sarurday when I accompanied my brotier David,
his wife Ina and my cousin filison to the Arbroath Pagesant, This is & re-enact-
ment of the signing of the Declaration of Independance which took place in Arbroath
WoLoy on 6th April 1320, The fbbey is noc a ruin, the walls of which arc a rich
red Weane, The action takes place in the main church area, only tha bases of tke
pillars ¢hat stood there are left. It is Flanked by the high altar and dominated
by the &vat eastern wall of the transept, with its huge “Round OY the rcmains
of 8 rose Weqggy dedicated to St Catherinc, A& large tier of seats had been erected
and we were Bl yo lud brought blankets o sit upon as the seats were rough wood
planks. Ih1s Wo 4o gotinee, a fine sunny afternoon but with an irratic wind
vhich at one poinbtey .. g un the candles on the altar.
y First came a play csalicd
THE LAUREL CROWN whlc“_-fs as a good prelude as it is based upon the somowhat
meagre historical detalliv pp ("o t1301 of Sir William Wallace, toe first
protagonist of “COttlsh-‘?]gandance. It shows the trial by Edward lst of England
who adjudged Wallace & TEEZE o . ouy b would not acknowledge Edward as King of
Seotland. Lhis pappened in 1 a time after the deatn of the Maid of Norway

—
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when there wes a bitterly disputed succession to the Scotiist throne., This play
was a pretty straightforward clesh between Edward's view that he hed & right to
govern through conquest and Wallecs's view that Scotland was an independant
nation. 4 cleer right versus wrong with ¥allace btecoming a mertyr. Edwards!
speeches were such that dlison mutiered to me.."We should boo him!™,

2 There were
actually 13 claiments to the Scottish throne but Robert the Bruce emerged as
King because he led the fight against Edward, At that time Abbot De Linton of
arbroath Abbey was Lord Chancellor of Scotland and he arranged the cercumcny at
which the Declaration of Independance was read out, signed by the King snd also
the Barons. This was addresscd and sent to Fope John XX11. For that time in
history it is & remarkable dccument, particularly the passage which reads../For
as long as a hundrod of us are left alive, we will yield in no leact way to
English domination, We fight not for glory nor for wealth nor honours; but only
and alone we fight for freedom, which no good man surrenders but with his life™,

The actors taking part are all local citizens, the costumes made with great
ingenuity by:ameteurs, The ubbott is played by someens I knew at echeol, tne
Cross~Bearer bty an ex-MF for the Scottish National Farty, DNot that there is
great emphasls cn todays' .SNP, rather the focus' is on freedom and 2 nation's
right to it.. The loss of froedom by conquest was wrong in the thirteenth century
ard ons woulé think-that hy today's century this would be universally agrced.
Alas, the daily ncwspapers show that this is still not the case.

i 4 When the first
issue of SCOT came out it had one small illo. 1t was not until issue Ho Z that
an Atomillo . appeared, This was a cartoon showing two alisns at the Scottish
border, One is saying to: the other ™on't forgat! Keep quoting Rabbie Burns®,
This made ms laugh out loud.and Atom has had me laughing ever since, In fact
looking through my SCOT filg I am very awere that zll the best work in SCCT hes
been done by ATOM, He hag helped meke an atmosphere that showed his zine had a
sense of humour and.never took itself tec soriously. It has been 2 good hohby
for us both, I met Brthur at the first “ettering convention, he was sitting in
a corner surrounded by faneds and he was drawing cartoons at an enormcus speed,

The fact that ve 'were both new together, both Scottish and both enchanted with
fandom helpecd to make us friends and the tradition became thet only the artwork
of' ATOM eppeared in SCOT, He.won a Hugo naturally and remains, I am convinced,
the best cartoonist that ever appeared in fandom., &Any letters that come to me
as a rosult of this issue will be passed on to Arthur,

It only remains for me to thank the various people who throughout those 27
years have contributed to SCOT..so meny names spring to mind..Sid, Rick,Buck,John,
Roy,Harry,Eric,,,but I could go on forever..,. all Good Folk and so I say %o you
8ll,,.thenkee kindly!

Ethel Lindsey.
Seotember 1981
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